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Governments Have Descended to the  

Level of Mere Private Corporations! 
http://anticorruptionsociety.files.wordpress.com/2014/04/clearfield-doctrine.pdf 

 

Clearfield Doctrine 
 

Supreme Court Annotated Statute, Clearfield Trust Co. v. United States 318 

U.S. 363-371 1942 

 

Whereas defined pursuant to Supreme Court Annotated Statute: Clearfield 

Trust Co. v. United States 318 U.S. 363-371 1942: "Governments descend to 

the level of a mere private corporation, and take on the characteristics of a mere 

private citizen . . . where private corporate commercial paper [Federal Reserve 

Notes] and securities [checks] is concerned . . . For purposes of suit, such 

corporations and individuals are regarded as entities entirely separate from 

government."  

 
What the Clearfield Doctrine is saying is that when private commercial paper is 

used by corporate government, then government loses its sovereignty status and 

becomes no different than a mere private corporation. 


